
 

Dear Zoo 

Autumn 2 

 

 

Hook: Story book or sack, 

Puzzle, game, present 

Prime Areas 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development Physical Development Communication and Language 

 What pets do you have at home? How do you 

look after them? 

 Read Giraffes Can’t Dance and discuss feel-

ings 

 Take turns putting puzzles pieces into Giant 

Dear Zoo floor puzzle 

 When do we get gifts? What do we say when 

we receive a gift? 

 Move like a Lion, monkey… GM 

 Obstacle course using positional language– 

GM 

 Colouring/drawing/crafting/playdough Ani-

mals– FM 

 Writing/drawing a story map– FM 

 Dear Zoo puzzle & animal puzzles FM 

 Listening to the story  

 Retelling parts of the story 

 Asking why and how questions 

 Positional language activity 

 Listen to and then make different ani-

mal sounds 

 Sing animal songs and listen to animal 

Poems 

   

Specific Areas 

Literacy Mathematics Understanding the World Expressive Arts and Design 

 Listening to Animal songs & 

poems 

 Retelling the story 

 Making story maps 

 Adding actions to act out the 

story 

 New pet poster 

 Write a class letter to the Zoo 

saying thank you for the 

puppy 

 Make pictogram of favourite wild animals/pets 

 Sorting and counting animals 

 Discussing sizes of animals 

 Looking at different colours in the book 

 Looking at animal patterns 

 Measuring animals 

 Giant Dear Zoo floor puzzle & animal puzzles 

 Looking at non-fiction books 

 Watching wild animal video clips 

 Listening to animal sounds 

 Looking at animal habitats 

 What do the animals in the story like to eat? 

 Small world Zoo & Farm 

 Junk modelling animals/habitats 

 Making binoculars for Safari 

 Making/colouring animal masks 

 Colouring in/ creating animal pictures 

 Animal foot prints using paint 

 Creating Play dough Animals/Habitats 

 Acting out story with props 

 Singing animal songs 

 Play along to jungle music with instru-


